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Canon Booster T Finder

Provided with the Electronic Timer is the Booster T Finder to
expand metering to low light levels. The CdS built in the camera
body is limited in metering ability, and is not sufficient to perform
light metering under dark conditions. In order to solve this
problem, the Booster T Finder was devel oped to replace the
pentaprism. Since the viewfinder of the FT and FTb camerais not
interchangeabl e, an attachment type Booster is also available.

There are two kinds of darkness. One is when illumination is dim,
that is, the absolute amount of light is small as at night, early in the
morning, and at dusk. The other is although when sufficient
illumination is available, little illumination reaches the film plane
because of lens extension in close-up, macrophotography and
photomicrography. The Booster T Finder extends metering ability
under darker conditions so that exposure can be set by TTL in
either of the above cases. An example of the darkness expressed as



—3:5 EV with film of ASA 100 is that under ordinary moonlight.
Under the light-of the full moon, the EV value is—1. When the
exposure is set by light metering with the Booster T Finder, a
surprising effect is gained and the picture that shows the night scene
Is as bright as daytime.

Since they are necessary factors for dim-light photography, the
shutter speed ranges from 1/60 to 60 seconds and ASA setting is
possible up to 12800 with the Booster T Finder. And for long-time
exposures of more than 3 seconds, the electronic timer automatically
controls exposure time by holding the shutter release button during
exposure. Another feature is that the operation with the Booster T
Finder can be extended from dark conditions to bright ones. Thisis
accomplished automatically switching the metering to the camera
body. This mechanism makes the operation very easy.

Metering Mechanism
| Metering with Booster T Finder | Metering with Camera |

This viewfinder adopts the average method system with two CdS
placed at each side of the eyepiece and gives priority to the central
area, though the F-1 body adopts central area metering method. The
Metering range is from EV 15 to EV—3.5, the exposure range
being from 1/60 second at F 22 to 15 seconds at F 1.2 using ASA
100 film. The metering automatically switches between the camera
and the Booster T Finder. The camera coversfrom EV 15to EV 3,
and the Booster covers from EV 10 to EV—3.5. Thisresultsin the
overlapping of some areas which makes it more convenient. Light
metering by the camerafor bright areas is the same asin the
ordinary full aperture metering system with aperture fully opened
for the FD lenses and stopped down for the FL lenses.

When light metering is conducted by the Booster side, the aperture
must be stopped down to maintain the quality of operation, and to
preserve the characteristics of the CdS. The window for reading the
outside meter is used with the zero

speed. When metering is conducted by the Booster, the electronic
timer, considered as the main feature, functions to lock long-time
exposures from 3 to 60 seconds in the low light range. While the
timer is operating, a small lamp blinks at intervals of 1 second until
exposure ends. Thislong-time exposure setting will control the
Booster when the shutter dial on the camera body sideis set at B.

The eyepiece shutter is provided to prevent light coming through



the eyepiece from affecting the meter. When this shutter is opened,
the Booster T meter will not function.

Viewfinder Information

This viewfinder has a pentagonal prism, the same as the eye-level
viewfinder, and itsfield of view and magnification are also the same
as those of the eye-level viewfinder.

However, the light metering mechanism is de" signed to work either
from the camera body or from the Booster T Finder according to
which way it is switched. The contents of the viewfinder
information will vary depending on where the light metering is
performed.

In light metering from the camera body, asit is the ordinary full
aperture metering, meter information built in the F-1 body is
designed to be read off with illumination provided by a lamp built
in the Booster T Finder.

When switched to light metering from the Booster T Finder, the
meter information window will not be visible without the lamp
which stops illuminating because the camera meter is not needed.

On the other hand, a different lamp, located at the top of the
pentagonal viewfinder, to read information for light metering from
the Booster lights up.

Power Source
| More detailed Instructions |

At normal temperatures, the Booster T Finder works continuously
for some four hours with the No. 544 6V silver oxide battery.

However, at low temperatures power will decrease, and as an
external electric source is needed, the battery case which contains
the Battery Magazine 12V, the exclusive 6V 2B Cord, is provided.

When using the Booster T Finder for along time in cold climates,
these batteries are highly recommended.
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