


This siteis an attempt to present in the most appropriate manner, the
works of one of the pioneers of Malaysian photography, His Majesty
Duli Yang Maha Mulia Sultan Ismail Nasiruddin Shah of Terengganu
(1907 - 1979). It does not include the entire scope of the His Majesty's
work but focuses mainly on his candid observations of his home state
of . It leads us to a return to the past, to pre-independence
Malaya, and enables us to have an in-depth historical and cultural
insight of the country. This can be seen by just gazing at these
photographs that speak volumes of the photographer's talent. His
Majesty has immortalized the scenes and the people and suggests to us,
the viewers, that their memory must live on.

His Majesty ascended the throne in 1945, amost immediately after the
end of the Second World War. However, due to pressing official
commitments during the first three years of the country's return to
peace His Majesty was unable to pursue his photographic prowess
which he had acquired in the 1930's. The period of 1948 - 58 which
this site covers happens to be an important time in our country's
history, climaxing through our independence from colonial rulein
1957. It istherefore highly significant and important that these

photographs should contain as much breadth, variety and depth of the
time and place.

was not only avery good photographer but also an
accomplished himself. He had entered his works for
competition in the various Malayan International Photography Salons
in the 1950's, simply being registered as "Sir Ismail Nasiruddin Shah,
Kuala Trengganu” (Note the old spelling for Terengganu). His Mg esty
met with remarkable success, winning numerous honors and prizes,
climaxing with the winning of the Grand Prize in aMalayan
International Photography Salon in Singapore in the mid 1950's for the
photograph sublimely titled "Mariam”. The full extent of his awardsis
still being researched and therefore not listed on this site as yet.

Research work on His Mg esty's photographic exploits began almost ten
years ago. | had done that in earnest, without any influence from any
guarter; and for the simple reason that the photographs had given me
an endearing memory of my childhood. For the first few yearsit was
moving at a snail's pace, lacking any real direction. However,
persistence pulled me through and over the years managed to increase
my undertsanding of the collection. The original recovery of the
thousands of negatives slowly led to the next step of cataloguing them.
However, due to other commitments in the following years, serious
work virtually stopped. Fortunately impetus was regained resulting in
the exhibition of afew of His Majesty's prints for the first timein
more than forty years (since the days of the Malayan Photographic
Salons) in November 1996.




Almarhum Sultan Ismail, 1907-1979
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Almarhum Sultan Ismail, 1907-1979







Memancing




=)
0
o)
—
@
S
©
@
g
™




&
o)
&
<
\'d
B
)
T
@
o)
c
3
0p]







Sungai Tersat - Kgjangan
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|stana Maziah (The Palace) - Interior Scene (ca. 1949)

IMACERY OUTSIDE TERENGGANWU




Penang, 1948-1958
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A LITTLE ABOUT TERENGGANU ?
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Limited Edition

Almarhum Sultan Ismail, 1907-1979

To supplement with the recent exhibition at the Petronas Gallery,

aspecial edition of some fine prints were reproduced in postcards

which were all compiled into this beautiful limited edition of ....?
Avallable only at EIm Quay Fine Arts priced at US$68-00 per copy.

Vist the Homepage at:

http://www.mir.com.my/rb/photography/portfolio/sultan/index.htm




